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HOLY FAMILY OF JESUS, MARY AND JOSEPH

YEAR B

Albertinelli, Mariotto. Adoration of the Christ Child, 1505, The State Hermitage Museum, St Petersburg

Sunday Readings

First reading
Genesis 15:1-6; 21:1-3
Responsorial Psalm Psalm 104:1-6,8-9
Second reading
Hebrews 11:8,11-12,17-19
Gospel
Luke 2:22-40

Weekdays (English)
1st Friday
Sat (Sunset - English)
Sunday (English)
Sunday (Tamil)
Public Holiday (English)
Public Holiday (Tamil)

Mass Schedule @ Church of Our Lady of Lourdes
12:30pm & 6:30pm
7.30pm
6:00pm & 7:30pm
7:30am, 11:30am & 1.00pm
9:30am & 6:30pm
9:00am
10:00am

Parish Activities
English

- Our Lady of Lourdes Novena (Saturday) 5:30pm
- Rosary Recitaton (Weekdays) 11.55am
Monday & Wednesday
5.55pm
- Holy Hour with Benedicton(1st Friday) 6.30pm followed by Mass 7.30pm
- Sacred Heart Devoton
6.30pm followed by Mass
(All other Fridays)
- Divine Mercy (Tuesday)
5:45pm
- Legion of Mary (Tuesdays)
7.30pm
- Infant Jesus (Thursday)
5:45pm
- Charismatc (Every Friday)
7.45pm
- Legion of Mary (Sundays)
9.45am
Tamil
- Infant Jesus (Tuesday)
4:30pm
- Divine Mercy (Friday)
5:45pm
- OLPS Novena (Every Saturday) 8:30pm
- Rosary & OLOL Devoton (Sunday)
8:30am
- All Night Vigil (2nd Saturday) 9.30pm to 5.30am
Indonesian - Karismatk Katolik Indonesia Holy Spirit (Thursday) 1.00pm
KKIHS Youth Group (2nd & 4th Friday) 7.30pm
Filipino
- Filipino Christan Professionals
8.00pm (1st Friday Mass)
- Light of Jesus Bible Sharing (Monday)
7.30pm

Important Parish Information
Wedding Arrangements
Infant Baptism

Mass Intentions

Church Wedding bookings must be made in advance.
Please contact the Secretariat.
Every 4th Sunday in English and every 3rd Sunday in Tamil @ 4.00pm.
Register at the Parish Ofce.
Please provide photocopy of church marriage certificate of parents,
birth certificate of infant and confirmation certificate of Godparents.
Please drop your Mass intenton into the Box located outside the
Parish Ofce by 3pm on Wednesday for the following week’s intentons.

Lourdes Prayer Hall
For bookings contact the Parish Ofce at 6294 0624
Anointing
Make an appointment with a priest before planned admission to hospital.
Holy Communion for the
Homebound
Register with the Parish Ofce.
Kindly be aware of people who profess to pray over others in the Parish Grounds, and/or in your homes for the
purpose of solicitng funds without the approval of the Archdiocese and Priests of the Parish.
The building project of Our Lady of Lourdes parish is at present under review, and its fund raising project is being
put on hold untl further notce by the Archdiocese.
For further enquires, kindly email the Parish Secretariat at ololpastoral@gmail.com or ololsec@gmail.com

Holy Hour
To fall in love with God is the greatest romance; to seek him the greatest
adventure; to fnd him, the greatest human achievement.
- Saint Augustne
Come and spend some time with the
Lord in the Blessed Sacrament every
First Friday of the Month.
5th January 2018 @ 6.30pm followed by Mass.
New Year Mass Schedule
31st December 2017
7.30am : English Mass
9.30am : Tamil Mass
11.30am : English Mass
1pm
: English Mass
31st December 2017 - New Year’s Eve Thanksgiving Mass (Sunday)
9:00pm : English Mass
11:00pm : Thanksgiving Adoraton followed by Tamil Mass @ 11.30pm
1st January 2018 - New Year’s Day (Monday)
8:15
: Rosary in English
9:00am : English Mass
10:30am : Tamil Mass

Registration for Catechetical Sessions for 2018
Catechetcal sessions for 2018 will commence on 21 January 2018.
K1 to Pri 5 - 9.30 am
Pr 6 to Sec 4 - 11.00 am
Registraton Forms are available on-line at lourdes.sg. Please download the Form,
complete it, atach a copy of the child's birth certicate and
drop them off at the Parish Ofce.
Registration will close on 29 December 2017.
Recruitment of Catechists and Parent Volunteers
If you are drawn to working with children and youth, and would like to
volunteer with the Catechetcal Ministry, please ill in the registraton form
available on our church website, lourdes.sg.

Fr. Michael Sitaram, Fr. Paul Yeo,
Fr. Nithiya Sagayaraj and our
visiting priest, Fr. Lawrence Kimbowa
would like to wish all a blessed and joyous New Year.

Mary and Joseph present Jesus at the Temple in accordance with the Law of Moses.
Today the Church celebrates the Feast of the Holy Family. This celebraton is assigned to the Sunday within
the octave of Christmas. The Gospel for today is taken from the Gospel according to Luke and is part of
Luke’s Infancy Narratve.
Today’s Gospel describes the presentaton of the child Jesus in the Temple and shows Joseph and Mary as
devout Jews, following the prescriptons of the Law of Moses. The Gospel alludes to several aspects of the
Law of Moses: circumcision, the dedicaton of the irstborn son to the Lord, and the puriicaton of a woman
after childbirth.
According to the Law of Moses as presented in the Book of Levitcus, a woman was considered ritually
unclean during her menstrual period and for a prescribed period of tme following the birth of a child. After
the birth of a son, a woman was considered ritually unclean for 40 days. After the birth of a daughter, a
woman was considered unclean for 80 days. In order to be restored to ritual purity, a Jewish woman
performed the appropriate rites of puriicaton and made the prescribed ritual offering.
Today’s Gospel notes that Jesus was circumcised on the eighth day after his birth, in accordance with the
Mosaic Law. At that tme, he was called Jesus, the name he was given by the angel Gabriel. On the 40th day
after Jesus’ birth, Mary performed the appropriate puriicaton rites and made her offering at the Temple.
Although the Law of Moses required an offering of a lamb, those who could not afford a lamb could
substtute two turtledoves or two pigeons. In this scene, Luke identies Joseph and Mary as being poor, and
indeed throughout Luke’s Gospel, Jesus will show special concern for the poor.
Another Jewish rite referenced in this Gospel is the dedicaton of the irstborn son to the Lord. In
remembrance of the feast of Passover, when the irstborn children of the Israelites in Egypt were saved from
death, the Law of Moses prescribed that all irstborn males of Israel should be consecrated to the Lord. In
this traditon, Mary and Joseph present the infant Jesus in the Temple in Jerusalem.
Today’s celebraton of the Feast of the Holy Family highlights the importance of family in our religious life.
We know that Mary and Joseph’s faithfulness to God enabled them to cooperate in God’s plan for our
salvaton by acceptng the responsibility to raise God’s Son, Jesus. From his parents, Jesus learned how to be
a faithful believer in his Jewish traditon. Simeon’s prophecy about Mary’s sorrow alerts us to the
importance of a family’s commitment to one another, a commitment that is expressed in both good tmes
and bad.
Gather as a family and recall tmes when your family showed its commitment to one another in good tmes
and in bad. Recall tmes when your immediate family was supported by members of your extended family.
Note that today we celebrate the Feast of the Holy Family, and we see in the family of Jesus an example for
our own family life. Joseph and Mary expressed their faithfulness to God through their observance of the
Law of Moses. One of the blessings of family life is our commitment to one another, sharing good tmes and
supportng one another through difcult tmes. Conclude in prayer together thanking God for the grace
expressed in your family’s commitment to another. Write a prayer together, thanking God for your family life
and asking God to strengthen your family’s commitment to one another. Pray this prayer together.

